
We’ve offered the Raleigh community 

space-saving solutions for the past 10 

years. We recommend Northwind Traders 

to anyone who will listen to us.  They 

helped us reclaim over 700 square feet of 

our house!” - Annie D. Balitmore 

 

“Volunteers have been involved in 

helping to look after the River  Ouzel 

and tributaries over a number of years. 

We would like to help more people get  

involved and realize the full potential of 

this key feature of Leighton-Linslade.” 

Jon Balaam, The Greensand Trust 

Get involved 
 

We would like to involve you in this project 

and in the future care of the  Riverside 

Walk. This might be through practical     

involvement, monitoring or just keeping you 

updated. 

Contact us 

Jon.balaam@greensandtrust.org  

 

We can provide information on; 

 The progress of the River Ouzel               
enhancement project  

 Volunteering opportunities for people 
with different skills and abilities 

 Training opportunities to learn new skills 
to help look after the River Ouzel 

RIVER OUZEL     
ENHANCEMENT 

PROJECT               
AT RIVERSIDE WALK 

 

Making the most of  

a hidden gem 



So what are we doing 
about it? 
The Riverside Walk corridor has real         

potential to be improved. The Greensand 

Trust is working with the Environment   

Agency, Central Bedfordshire Council,  

Leighton-Linslade Town Council and others 

to do this with 3 main objectives: 

1. Improve the river corridor for a variety 

of wildlife 

2. Improve the visual amenity of the river 

3. Reduce flood risk 

The first phase, at Riverside Walk, begins 

this winter; 

 Thinning the tree cover to let in more light  

 Strengthen banks with bundles of wood 

(faggots) where erosion is   currently 

causing banks to collapse and silt to get 

into the channel 

 Better manage vegetation in the 

channel to create a more sinuous 

(curvy) shape 

 

 Create new ‘riffles’ (gravelly areas) 

for fish spawning and invertebrate 

habitat 

 

 Improving accessibility and safety 

 

 Removing alien species such as 

Himalayan Balsam and helping    

native species re-establish 

Small, murky and  
overgrown! 
The River Ouzel in Leighton-Linslade 

has been described as an unattractive 

and overgrown watercourse.  

We believe the River Ouzel should be a 

treasured asset; providing a beautiful 

green wildlife corridor winding its way 

from countryside through the heart of the 

town.  

Decades of straightening, hard           

engineering, pollution and siltation have 

all taken their toll on what would have 

once been a delightful lowland stream.   
Contact Us 

For more information about the    

Catchment Partnership visit 

www.ubocp.org.uk  
 

Email: 

Jon.balaam@greensandtrust.org 

about this or other watercourse issues 

in the Ouzel catchment. We plan to train volunteers in a variety of ways to help look after 
the river 

Steep banks and overgrown vegetation of Riverside 
Walk 

A shady section of the river alongside Riverside 
Walk 

Example of bankside protection using woody     
materials 

http://www.ubocp.org.uk

