About us...
The Upper and Bedford Ouse Catchment
Partnership plans and delivers activities
and projects that will improve water quality,
channel structure, habitat quality and
biodiversity.
The catchment covers an area from the
headwaters of the River Great Ouse (west
of Buckingham and Brackley) to east of
Huntingdon and St Ives.
The River Great Ouse dominates the
catchment, with its main tributaries being
the rivers Tove, Ouzel, Flit, Ivel, Kym; and the
Padbury, Clayden & Alconbury brooks. We
believe that clean, healthy water is vitally
important – it is essential for life – and allows
the natural environment to flourish; and
businesses, agriculture and the economy to
prosper. In addition, water related recreation
boosts physical and mental wellbeing.
Members of our Catchment Partnership
currently include:
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Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity (Catchment Host)
Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and
Northamptonshire
The Great Ouse Valley and Washes AONB Working Group
Upper Ouse Fisheries Consultative Association
Bedford Group of Internal Drainage Boards
North Hertfordshire District Council (NHDC)
Bedfordshire Local Nature Partnership
Countryside Management Service (CMS)
Hertfordshire County Council (HCC)
Buckinghamshire County Council
The Forest of Marston Vale Trust
Central Bedfordshire Council
Milton Keynes Parks Trust
The Greensand Trust
Environment Agency
Natural England
Forestry Commission
National Farmers’ Union
Canal and River Trust
Anglian Water
RSPB

•

Partnership
vision &
objectives...

Ways to help us...
If you are an organisation whose activities relate
to the work of the U&BOCP, you may wish to
consider joining the Partnership.
If you are a commercial business, we can offer
sponsorship opportunities for our events and
projects.
If you are a landowner / manager with
watercourses or wetland features on your land we
would love to hear from you:
• We may be able to assist you in enhancing the
water-related environment of your holding,
through advice or funding / undertaking works.
• We would like our River Wardens to access and
survey areas that don’t have public access, so
we can gain a greater understanding of issues
across the catchment.
If you are a local resident, you could become one
of our Volunteer River Wardens, who undertake a
range of activities including:
• Recording and monitoring wildlife and river
features – gathering information which adds
to our knowledge and helps us make good
decisions.
• Recording and alerting on pollution incidents –
it’s vital to respond quickly.
• Identifying problem issues and locations and
helping us undertake practical projects to
address them.
If any of the above apply to you, do get in touch:
E-mail:
ubocp@bedsrcc.org.uk
Website:
www.ubocp.org.uk
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The Upper & Bedford Ouse Catchment Partnership
believes that clean, healthy water is vitally
important – it is essential for life. It allows the
natural environment to flourish; and businesses,
agriculture, the economy and people to prosper.
Our vision is for our rivers and their catchment to
be healthier, richer in wildlife and valued by all.
To achieve this vision the work and objectives of
the Partnership can be identified under 8 themes:

Water quality – we seek to:
• Improve understanding and
awareness of the issues
and priorities in surface and
ground water quality within
the catchment.
• Work with land owners/managers
and planners/developers to promote sympathetic
land management to reduce pollution, maximise
uptake of agri-environment ‘measures’ and
encourage large scale collaborative projects.

River function and form
– we seek to:
• Improve understanding and
awareness of river function
and form and its importance
for ecology/biodiversity/wildlife.
• Work with land owners/managers
and planners/developers to encourage sustainable
river management to maximise habitat diversity
and replicate ‘natural’ river systems.

Biodiversity – we seek to:
• Support the work of Local
Action Groups (LAGs), such
the Flit Valley LAG’s work to
identify Invasive Non Native
Species (INNS) hotspots and
take action.
• Support the formation of new LAGs.
• Create and manage multi-functional wetland
habitats.

• Reduce pollution from waste water through
influencing and projects.

Recreation and amenity – we seek to:
• Encourage the use of
recreational routes
that explore the water
environment.
• Contribute information
about the water environment
to recreational publications and activities, and
promote the work of the Catchment Partnership.

Wider engagement – we seek to:
• Provide a Partnership
response/comments to
relevant strategic plan
consultations, planning and
development proposals.
• Collaborate with Local Nature
Partnerships.
• Develop and establish consensus amongst the
various and disparate bodies and organisations
that impact on the water environment.

Community engagement
– we seek to:

Water quantity – we seek to:
• Improve understanding and
awareness of the issues
and priorities in surface and
ground water quantity within
the catchment.
• Work with land owners/ managers
and planners/developers to promote and support
opportunities for the use of urban and rural
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) and their
role in ‘natural’ water management.

• Raise awareness and greater
understanding of the value
of local rivers and issue that
affect them.
• Recruit and support Volunteer River
Wardens to help survey and monitor watercourses
and projects.
• Engage volunteers in projects to increase
understanding and ownership.

Resourcing the Partnership & its activities – we seek to:
• Develop, and use, a funding strategy that will
ensure the Partnership is self-sustaining and able
to fund these objectives.
• Develop a promotion and marketing plan to
include use of the Partnership website, social
media/blog, leaflet, local community newsletters.

• Engage with all river users and LAGs.

• Bid for long-term funding to enable the
Partnership’s objective’s to be achieved.

• Develop demonstration events and sites to
educate and promote the work of the Catchment
Partnership.

• Collaborate with other Catchment Partnerships to
influence at regional/national level.

• Engage businesses to gain their support.
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Our vision...

